178	JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
It is commonly said that Japan could take Hongkong at
once and has no need to be pessimistic. But as Singapore is
only 1430 miles off, and a powerful British Fleet could come
up from there in a matter of a few days, taking Hongkong
is not so easy as it looks. Further, the more difficult Hongkong
is of capture, the greater its potential value as an advanced
base, and, consequently, the more difficult our plan of
operations and the poorer our chances of winning. A matter
worth mentioning in this connexion is the giving up of
Weihaiwei. There has been a tendency to point to it with
pride as an example . of England's philanthropic and
humanitarian principles, as a gesture made in the spirit
of the Washington Conference. But from a strategical point
of view it was a sound, wise move. The place had some value
to England simply as a base for the Fleet, but in the event of
war with us it would, without a shadow of doubt, have been
taken as easily as a fish already in the net. It would, in fact,
have been in a plight more piteous than the American
Guam. It was much wiser to give it up cheerfully and with a
good grace than to suffer the dishonour of losing it to the
enemy. People who talk about England's humanitarian
principles do not understand how thoroughly business-like
she is.
Defence of Australia and New Zealand.
Now let us consider the Singapore base in relation to
the defence of Australia and New Zealand.
The security of the Self-Governing Dominions is a
determining factor in British strategy in the Pacific. Naval
bases are established round Singapore as a centre, and Fleets
are stationed in those waters to that end.
Japan at war with England could hardly hope success-
fully to carry out any plan she might have to invade
Australia and New Zealand, unless she had first got com-
mand of the sea by destroying any British Fleet there might
be at Singapore. Such an invasion would entail transporting
30,000 or 40,000 troops for 3000 miles, a journey that would
take at least a fortnight—Australia sent 417,000 men to
Europe during the Great War. The destruction of the enemy
fleet would be a prior condition of success ; without it the
attempt would be suicidal. So long as the British have a
powerful Fleet at Singapore, Australia and New Zealand

